
On petition of Dr Sanjay Kulshrestha with Mr Vardman Kaushik, 
in National Green Tribunal for relief in severe vehicular pollution, 
on 7th April, 2015,  NGT passed an order to ban diesel vehicles 
that are more than 10 years old and on the same petition recently 
on 11th December, 2015, it also passed an order for temporary 
banning of registration of private diesel cars/SUVs of all 
categories in Delhi [[OA 95/2014 jointly with Vardhaman Kausik 
OA 21/2014]. In support of prayer, petitioner Dr Sanjay 
Kulshrestha was also allowed twice to make a power point 
presentation before both the benches of Hon’ble National Green 
Tribunal.  
 

 
 

 

Interview of Dr Kulshrestha by NDTV after this Ban 
Log on to:  
http://khabar.ndtv.com/video/show/news/ngt-bans-10-yrs-old-
vehicle-entry-in-delhi-362678  



 

 

 
Debate in NDTV Studio on Air pollution of Delhi 
 

For full debate please log on to: 
 

http://www.ndtv.com/video/player/muqabla/muqabla-will-
odd-even-formula-be-successful-delhi/394619  

 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ndtv.com/video/player/muqabla/muqabla-will-odd-even-formula-be-successful-delhi/394619
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Agra doctor moves green tribunal over air pollution  

Jayashree Nandi TNN  
New Delhi: Raising alarm bells over the adverse effect of air pollution on fetuses 

and newborns,a paediatric surgeon has moved the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
seeking directions to the authorities to act against the scourge of our times. 
Dr Sanjay Kulshresthra,the Agra-based petitioner,quotes a number of scientific 

studies indicating an increasing trend of low birth weight,pre-term deliveries and 
physical anomalies among babies in Indian cities. 

On Monday,he urged NGT to issue a number of urgent directions to the 
government to reduce air pollution,including specifying the road-life of private and 
commercial vehicles and take measures to withdraw vehicles that had crossed this 

specified period. 
He appealed for directions to permit a person to own just one personal four-

wheeler and suggested that tax benefits be withdrawn for people going in for a 
second car.He also sought curbs on the sale of luxury cars and SUVs,and said a 
committee of experts should be formed to make guidelines on pollution in 

congested cities such as Delhi,Mumbai and Kolkata. 
Apart from the recent WHO air quality database that shows Delhi has the highest 
PM 2.5 (fine particle) levels,Kulshreshtra quotes a study from Newcastle University 

saying pregnant women in India exposed to vehicular pollution are significantly 
more likely to have smaller babies.The International Agency for Research on 

Cancer (IARC) added air pollution to Group 1 carcinogens,the same category under 
which tobacco,UV radiation and plutonium fall, the petition states. 
The government should provide free medical care to babies impacted by vehicular 

pollution,Sanjay Kulshresthra added. 
A significant number of personal four-wheelers are being used for luxury or for not 

so very important purposes and are probably the sideeffect of economic growth and 
high disposable incomes.Delhi adds roughly 1,400 new vehicles a day or 5 lakhs 
vehicles in a year more than double of what was added in the pre-CNG period, it 

states. 
NGT has issued notices to all respondents including the ministries of 
environment,health,road transport,finance and women and child development.It 

also stated that ministry of petroleum was a necessary party in the case and so 
should also be served a notice.  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexml=Doctor-
opposes-stay-plea-on-vehicle-ban-15052015006045  
http://www.dailypioneer.com/sunday-edition/sunday-pioneer/special/smoke-choke-
delhi.html 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Air-pollution-campaign-not-anti-
development-Activists/articleshow/47135395.cms 
http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexml=NGT-takes-
pollution-fight-to-all-states-18042015001061 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Agra-doctor-moves-green-tribunal-over-air-
pollution/articleshow/35079491.cms 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Plea-in-SC-to-extend-ban-to-small-diesel-
cars/articleshow/51016217.cms 
Book:   http://tsunamionroads.org/Book/e.book%20Tsunami%20on%20Roads.pdf 
 
A French govt. channel has prepared a film of 90 minutes on air pollution in the 
world including India covering indian status of air pollution, they have included my 
work along with noted Indian environmentalists [ https://youtu.be/WPBSLrQYhaw ] 
from 52nd to 57th  minute of this film.   

  On 10th March, 2017, I was invited as a panelist for ‘International Summit on Air 
pollution- Health Advisories’ organized by Central IMA at New Delhi and delivered 
talk on “Health Impacts of vehicular pollution on vulnerable class, especially fetus 
in metro cities”. On 28th June 2017 at India International Centre, Delhi during 
Clean Air Knowledge conference by International NGO Clean Air Asia, India delivered 
a talk “Vehicular air pollution in India: Its serious health impact on vulnerable class 
of society”  
   
Attachments area 

Preview YouTube video Irrespirable 90 VF Copyright 
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Poison of Pollution Kills Newborns 

 

By Sumit Kumar Singh 
Published: 13th Dec 2015 06:00:00 AM 
NEW DELHI: A plea by Dr Sanjay Kulshrestha, a paediatric surgeon, to the National Green 
Tribunal says that with the winter setting in, smog and the climbing rate of particulate 
matter (PM) level in the air is affecting “the lung, heart of the newborn and creates various 
types of respiratory diseases”. Studies on pregnant women have concluded that “air 
pollution can increase the chances of birth defects, foetal growth retardation and 
premature delivery especially in women living close to busy roads”. 
The Central government has roped in top doctors from both government and private 
hospitals, NGOs and the Central Pollution Control Board to prepare a detail report on ‘how 
air pollution has an adverse effect on foetuses and newborns’. The report will be completed 
a month’s time. 
Dr Neelam Kler, Chairperson, Neonatology, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital warns of a “nuclear 
holocaust” type of situation if air pollution is not checked immediately. A report by Indian 
Council of Medical Research and US-D based Health Effects Institute also shows air 
pollution as the fifth leading cause of death in India. 
Dr Keerti Khetan at BLK Super Specialty Hospital said, “A pregnant women with a 

respiratory problem caused by pollution will deliver a baby with a similar problem, 
because of the lack of adequate oxygen reaching her brain.” 

Air pollution campaign not anti-development: Activists 
TNN | May 3, 2015, 02.30AM IST  inShare  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Air-pollution-campaign-not-anti-
development-Activists/articleshow/47135395.cms  
NEW DELHI: Union environment minister Prakash Javadekar's controversial remark that 
"vested interests" were behind the campaign against air pollution has left many activists 
fuming. The minister had reportedly attributed the campaign to "forces that do not want 
India to progress" though on Saturday he did try to clarify his remarks. Ironically, on 
Friday, the government's own Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) released an air 
quality bulletin in which Delhi was shown to be having the poorest air quality among eight 
cities as ozone levels were high in the city.    
Though several CPCB reports have confirmed that Delhi's air quality is indeed very poor, 
environmentalists said they were appalled that Javadekar seems to be oblivious of the 
government's own findings. Instead, he was critical of a certain embassy's air pollution 



monitoring. The minister had recently launched 'Fresh air is my birthright' campaign.    
"It's an effort to corner not just NGOs but all voices of dissent. They think anybody who 
raises environmental issues is a hurdle in the way of development," said Dr Sanjay 
Kulshreshtha, an Agra-based paediatric surgeon who has filed an application in NGT 
against air pollution which draws attention to the impact of polluted air on unborn 
foetuses and newborn babies. "They are now trying to say there is no air pollution problem 
in India, which means all international and national agencies like WHO and CPCB are 
giving incorrect information? Why did the ministry launch the 'Fresh air is my birthright' 
campaign if there is no air pollution problem? I also think the government is trying to 
corner NGT which is pushing for action."  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 



NGT takes pollution fight to all states  

Apr 18 2015 : The Times of India  
http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexml=NGT-takes-
pollution-fight-to-all-states-18042015001061  
Widening the ambit of the case against rising air pollution in Delhi, the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) on Friday issued notice to chief secretaries of all states and UTs, asking 
them what steps were being taken to combat the menace. 
The NGT bench, headed by chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar, also directed states to 
submit information on the density of vehicles and air quality readings by May 1 and come 
up with suggestions to improve air quality .Citing examples of cities like Bangalore, 
Hyderabad, Pune and Mumbai, the bench sought details of what they were doing to deal 
with the issue. 
The bench was hearing a petition by lawyer Vardhaman Kaushik on high air pollution 
levels in Delhi. Kaushik's plea was merged with a case filed by Agra-based pediatric 
surgeon Dr Sanjay Kulshrestha who said severe air pollution levels across the country 
were not just affecting newborns but also fetuses. Since the cases have been combined, 
the bench decided to involve the rest of country in responding with possible solutions. 
With regard to the capital, NGT directed the Delhi Pollution Control Committee and 
Central Pollution Control Board to monitor emissions at the Badarpur and Rajghat 
thermal power plants. 
Earlier this week, NGT had stayed for two weeks its earlier order of impounding diesel 
vehicles more than 10 years old plying in Delhi. It has sought suggestions from various 
agencies in Delhi government on better implementation of its order by May 1. 
The case has seen a number of landmark orders in the past few months as NGT took up 
the issue of air pollution actively . In November last year, while hearing the matter, the 
bench had issued a 14point directive which included a ban on petrol and diesel vehicles 
older than 15 years -a move that's likely to take an estimated 10 lakh vehicles off the road. 
It also barred burning of waste in the open besides placing restrictions on parking and 
ordering stricter vigil on overloaded trucks entering the city.  
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